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khouba stands over their graves and is profusely surrounded
by flags and banners. The carved wood of the khouba, paint-
ed and gilded, is said to have been executed by a negro, a cap-
tive or slave. The flags' are ornamented with inscriptions
from the Koran sewed on in different colored silks. The Arabs
are fond of telling strangers that this little chapel contains ob-
jects the total value of which is one million francs: lamps,
ostrich eggs, pieces of embroidery, and stuffs of silk and gold,
as well as a number of gimcracks, such as garden mirror-balls
of various colors, all hanging from the ceiling. Over the mi-
rkab (the small alcove which indicates the direction of Mecca,
as the Moslem in prayer always turns his face towards the
tomb of Mohammed) are hung several small pyramidal cakes
of earth from the grave of the Prophet.

Abd-el-Rhaman and his companion in ashes have slept
under the venerated soil for about six hundred years, and dev-
otees continue to make pilgrimages to this shrine to invoke
assistance in settling their disputes, in curing their diseases,
and in obtaining wealth and happiness- Faith in old saints
. such as these may still remain, but of faith in the marabouts
of to-day the same cannot be said, for the more intelligent
Arab will confess that this has been shaken since they have
allowed the French to take possession of his country and make
laws to annoy him, putting restrictions on his ways of living,
registering deaths, births, and marriages, prohibiting religious
processions, and imposing taxes.

On certain days of the week the interior of the mosque,
this delicious retreat from the outer world, is crowded with
men and women. The whole assembly is a mass of white
drapery and burnooses ; of the women nothing is seen but
thei'r eyes, for they draw their haiks closely under the chin,
carefully concealing their arms and hands.